
The use of CCTV systems has greatly expanded in recent years. So has the 

sophistication of such systems.  Systems now on the market have the capacity to 

recognise faces.  They may also be capable of recording both images and sounds.  

The expanded use of CCTV systems has society-wide implications.  Unless such systems 

are used with proper care and consideration, they can give rise to concern that the 

individual's "private space" is being unreasonably eroded.1 

 

The area of research for my Masters was the use of surveillance cameras in public spaces in Ireland. 

The research culminated in a participatory event in Galway City as part of the Galway Fringe Festival. 

Titled Public Private? the event was modelled on the actions of the American activist group The 

Surveillance Camera Players and took the form of a walking tour of the City’s surveillance camera 

systems. Participants were invited to observe the presence of CCTV and collectively question its usage. 

As the tour guide I presented participants with information and facts pertaining to CCTV. Throughout 

the tour a wide range of topics were discussed such as city planning, economics, ethics, power and 

agency.  

 

Using the streets as a forum for discussion the event was both informative and performative. Drawing 

on aspects of both protest and parade the group wore hi-vis jackets making ourselves more visible to 

the people behind the cameras and acknowledging out position, and rights, as Data Subjects. The 

embodied experience of navigating our way through the streets as a unified group presented the city 

in a new light. We took on the role of the watchers, shifting the cameras gaze back on itself.  This 

collective act of observation ultimately posed the question: How normal is it to be watched as you go 

about your daily life? Tour participants were invited to exercise their rights as Data Subjects2 and 

obtain the footage from CCTV cameras of the event. 

 

The event won the Galway Fringe Festival Art Award and I was invited to re do it in Galway for Culture 

Night 2014. A series of Public Private? A Walking tour of Limerick city also took place in 2015.  

                                                           
1 http://www.dataprotection.ie/docs/Data-Protection-CCTV/242.htm 
2 Any person whose image is recorded on a CCTV system has a right to seek and be supplied with a copy 
of their own personal data from the footage. For the data controller's part, the obligation in responding 
to the access request is to provide a copy of the requester's personal information. This normally involves 
providing a copy of the footage in video format. 


